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OUTCOME OF THE FIRST MEETING OF 
THE CONTINUATION OF THE PROJECT ON BALTIC-WIDE ASSESSMENT OF COASTAL FISH 

COMMUNITIES IN SUPPORT OF AN ECOSYSTEM-BASED MANAGEMENT  
(HELCOM FISH-PRO II 1-2014) 

INTRODUCTION   

0.1 With reference to the decision by HELCOM FISH-PRO 3/2013, the First Meeting of the 
Continuation of the project on Baltic-wide assessment of coastal fish communities in support of an 
ecosystem-based management (HELCOM FISH-PRO II 1/2013) was held at the premises of the 
Ministry of Environment in Warsaw, Poland, from 18 to 20 March 2014. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by representatives from Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Sweden as well as WWF Poland. 

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Jens Olsson, Sweden, Project Manager of HELCOM 
FISH-PRO II. Ms. Petra Kääriä, Assisting Professional Secretary of HELCOM acted as Secretary of the 
Meeting.  

0.4 Ms. Malgorzata Marciniewicz-Mykieta, Chief Inspectorate for Environmental Protection, 
welcomed the Participants to Warsaw on behalf of the Ministry of Environment and introduced the 
practicalities for the Meeting. 

0.5 The List of Participants is contained as Annex 1 to these Minutes. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the agenda 

Documents: 1-1 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda, as contained in document 1/1.  

Agenda Item 2  Information by the Chair, Secretariat, Contracting Parties and Observer 
organisations on HELCOM activities of relevance to HELCOM 
FISH-PRO II 

Documents: 2-1, 2-2, 2-4, 5-1 

2.1 The Meeting welcomed Mr. Helmut Winkler and Mr. Norbert Schulz as new experts to the 
project and appreciated German participation in the FISH-PRO II 1/2014 Meeting and encouraged 
their future involvement in the project. 

2.2 The Meeting took note of the extracts from the outcome of the  
Third Meeting of the HELCOM FISH-PRO project (HELCOM FISH-PRO 3/2013) (document 2/1) and 
extracts from recent HELCOM meetings of relevance for FISH-PRO II (document 2-2) as presented by 
the Secretariat.  

2.3 The Meeting took note of the information on the Roadmap of HELCOM activities (document 
2-4) as well as the streamlining activities of HELCOM as presented by Mr. Mikhail Durkin, Professional 
Secretary of HELCOM via Skype (Presentation 1). Mr. Durkin also pointed out that according to 
HELCOM 35/2014 the streamlining work will not have an effect on the work of HELCOM FISH-PRO II.  

2.4 The Meeting further noted the information on valuation of marine and coastal ecosystem 
services (5-1), as presented by Mr. Mikhail Durkin, Professional Secretary. The 2013 Copenhagen 
Ministerial Declaration sets the basis for utilising ecosystem services thinking within HELCOM in the 
future. Mr. Durkin pointed out that looking for ecosystem services related to coastal fisheries 
management and coastal fisheries in general could be a good way to further the work on ecosystem 
services in HELCOM. 
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2.5 The Meeting acknowledged the importance of incorporating ecosystem services in the 
future work of coastal fish and agreed to consider ecosystem services as a possible future topic for 
the project and to come back to the issue under Agenda Item 5 “Future activities” (c.f. paragraph 
5.4).       

2.6 The Meeting took note of the presentation via Skype on HELCOM Task Force on migratory 
fish species as presented by Mr. Marco Milardi, HELCOM Project Researcher (Presentation 2). The 
Meeting suggested a Baltic wide database on tagging and recapture activities for migratory fish as an 
objective for FISH-M.  

2.7 The Meeting took note of the presentation on the overview of the work of HELCOM 
CORESET II by Ms. Lena Avellan, Project Manager of HELCOM CORESET II (Presentation 3). The 
Meeting agreed to further consider coastal fish core indicators under Agenda Item 3 “Assessments 
and indicators”.  

2.8 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Norbert Schulz, Germany on German 
coastal fish data in the coastline of Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania within eel (lasting until 2020) 
and reef monitoring (until 2015 at least) programmes and monitoring on stocked whitefish juveniles 
as presented (Presentation 4). These surveys are conducted using different gears and monitoring is 
done during different seasons. The monitoring can serve as a basis for indicator calculations and 
status assessments. 

2.9 The Meeting welcomed the initiative from Mr. Norbert Schulz to calculate HELCOM coastal 
fish core indicators from the data and to include the assessment in the updates of the HELCOM core 
indicator fact sheets for coastal fish by October 31 2014. 

2.10 The Meeting took note of the presentation on a trawling survey performed by commercial 
fishermen in Western Pomerania by Mr. Helmut Winkler, Germany (Presentation 5). In the area 
flounder and perch are the most abundant species and data covers the time period since 1992. The 
survey also collects information on rare species like vimba bream. In addition, a shrimp trawl is used 
as a complement to assess the abundance of small fish. As such the trawl survey can also be used to 
monitor the abundance of round gobies.  

2.11 The Meeting welcomed the initiative by Mr. Helmut Winkler to calculate HELCOM coastal 
fish core indicators from the data since 2003 and to include the assessment in the updates of the 
HELCOM core indicator fact sheets for coastal fish by October 31 2014. 

2.12 The meeting encouraged Germany to continue the fish monitoring activities and suggested 
that Germany should assess coastal fish community status preferentially in August in order to be 
comparable with assessments in other monitoring areas. The Meeting also emphasised that 
additional financial support might be needed for the coastal fish monitoring activities in Germany. 

2.13  The Meeting took note of the information by Latvia that a similar trawl survey using the 
very same gear has been carried out since 1973 but is so far not used in any assessments. 

2.14 The Meeting took note of the presentation on fish monitoring in Poland, as presented by 
Mr. Adam Lejk, Poland (Presentation 6). In 2013 the monitoring activities focused on the 
measurements of biological parameters according to the requirements defined in the MSFD and 
HELCOM COMBINE. The plan for a fish monitoring programme for 2014-2016 includes plans to 
implement coastal fish monitoring in two points out of 9 different optional coastal areas and all six 
transitional water areas. 

2.15 The Meeting emphasised the importance of starting coastal fish monitoring activities in 
Poland and thanked the Chief Inspectorate for Environmental Protection of Poland for funding the 
monitoring activities.  

2.16 The Meeting encouraged Poland to revisit the choice of gear and monitoring strategy and 
recommended to as far as possible use the same gear in all monitoring areas preferentially Nordic 
multimesh coastal survey nets and to as far as possible monitor the same stations over consecutive 
years. 
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2.17 The Meeting took note of the presentation on the WATERS programme in Sweden aiming to 
improve status assessments within the Water Framework Directive, as presented by Ms. Lena 
Bergström, Sweden (Presentation 7). The programme will run until April 2016. Within the coastal fish 
Work Package of this programme, one aim is to deliver a status report on indicator-based assessment 
of coastal fish, investigate natural environmental gradients with focus on large piscivores and 
investigate indicator responses in eutrophication gradients. The long-term aim is to provide updated 
recommendations for coastal fish monitoring and assessment in Sweden.  

2.18 The Meeting welcomed the work carried out within the WATERS project and was of the 
opinion that the results of the WATERS project will be of significant relevance for the FISH-PRO II 
work on indicators and especially in relation to the links to pressures. 

2.19 The Meeting further took note of the presentation on the project “Status assessment of the 
MSFD in the Baltic Sea - a coastal fish example”, as presented by Mr. Jens Olsson, Project Manager of 
HELCOM FISH-PRO II (Presentation 8). The project will run from March 2014 until October 2016 and 
includes four work packages: 1) developing state-pressure relationships for coastal fish indicators, 2) 
assessing the potential use of fisheries dependent data for indicator development and status 
assessments for coastal fish 3) proposing a method for how to assess status (GES) in areas that 
currently lack monitoring 4) proposing a method for aggregation of status assessments across 
indicators. 

2.20 The Meeting welcomed the outline of the project and was of the opinion that the results of 
the project will most likely be of significant relevance for the FISH-PRO II work on indicators and 
monitoring strategy. 

2.21 The Meeting noted the following information on the involvement of the Contracting Parties 
in current and future research projects that both the experts from Denmark and Sweden will be part 
of consortia applying for funding for projects related to coastal fish issues from the upcoming BONUS 
call.  

2.22 The Meeting took note of the following information on the monitoring in the Contracting 
Parties and on the revision of the national monitoring programmes: 

 Denmark: no official coastal fish monitoring is ongoing, data collected by voluntary 
recreational fishermen within a project lasting for another three years  

 Estonia: monitoring is continued as before, funding for monitoring exists but does not cover 
assessment and participating in the HELCOM coastal fish work 

 Finland: there are no overall changes in the monitoring programmes for coastal fish, gillnet 
monitoring continues in Helsinki, Tvärminne and Brunskär, but not in Kaitvesi, the reporting 
of monitoring programme in support of the MSFD is under development and public 
consultation will start in April 

 Latvia: no support for monitoring or status assessments from the Latvian Ministries is 
available 

 Lithuania: nationally gillnet monitoring is performed every three years, however annual 
monitoring would be preferred 

 Germany: several monitoring initiatives are ongoing (e.g. river species investigations under 
WFD, EU monitoring programme, reef programme, restocking of whitefish) although not 
directly linked to coastal fish monitoring 

 Sweden: discussion is ongoing on how to adopt the monitoring programmes under different 
Descriptors, focus on where it is possible to meet the requests of the indicators suggested 
under the MSFD. The reporting of the monitoring programme to the EU in support of the 
MSFD is currently under public consultation. 

http://waters.gu.se/
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 Poland has prepared a draft report of the monitoring programme to EU that is currently 
pending public consultation process including all 11 descriptors, coastal fish monitoring 
programme will be carried out between 2013-2016 including transitional waters 

2.23 The Meeting noted the comment by Poland indicating that the MORE template is an 
efficient and formal tool to highlight the need for constant and frequent coastal fish monitoring. 

2.24 The Meeting stressed the long-term continuation of the coastal fish monitoring in Estonia, 
Germany, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland and that monitoring should preferentially be carried out on an 
annual basis and encouraged the Contracting Parties to look for possibilities to finance their 
participation and contribution in HELCOM projects.  

Agenda Item 3  Assessments and indicators 

Documents: 3-1 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the state of the coastal fish core indicators, 
task manager work and timeline of coastal fish work, including coastal fish core indicator reports by 
the BASE project, as presented by the Chair (document 3-1).  

3.2 The Meeting welcomed the coastal fish indicator reports provided by the BASE project and 
appreciated the Russian contribution to the work on coastal fish indicators. The Meeting provided 
the following questions/comments to BASE: 

 The documents include a lot of valuable information regarding coastal fish monitoring in 
Russian waters in the Gulf of Finland. 

 It is appreciated that the work on coastal fish indicators and assessments is also considered 
by Russia, and that Russia according to the documents acknowledges the use and 
significance of the indicators proposed. 

 The ideas and rationale of the documents nicely match with what is proposed by FISH-PRO. 

 Based on the documents there is evidently potential for assessing core Indicators and other 
coastal fish indicators in Russian waters of the Gulf of Finland. There are data and monitoring 
covering at least three seasons per year (spring, summer and fall). 

 Are there similar data available for the Kaliningrad region? There are stock assessments for 
at least pikeperch, bream, roach and sabrefish in the Vistula and Curonian lagoons. 

 The time-perspective of monitoring is pivotal in indicator based assessments for coastal fish. 
It is not evident from the report if there are additional data that are not analysed due to lack 
of harmonization and standards, or whether the data presented in the document holds all 
information that exists. At present we have only developed a method for coastal fish 
assessments for data sets with a time-series perspective. We hope to develop this further to 
also be able to assess status based on only a few years of sampling. Nevertheless, Russia is 
encouraged to analyse all data available/establish a long-term monitoring programme for 
coastal fish. 

 Four different methods for coastal fish monitoring is presented, these would need to be 
harmonized, or one or two should be used in the assessments, preferably multi-mesh gillnet 
monitoring.  

 It is suggested that assessments are based on monitoring in July or August, to be comparable 
to the other Baltic areas. Monitoring in spring and fall nevertheless provides additional 
information on the additional aspects of coastal fish communities and should if possible be 
continued. 

 To include the information provided in the documents in future assessments, data on CPUE 
for the different species/indicators is needed for the data to be comparable to other 
monitoring programmes. 
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3.3 The Meeting encouraged Russia to, in their coastal fish assessments, consider focusing on 
one or a couple of gears and a specific time of the year, preferentially August and base the indicator 
calculations on CPUE in order to be comparable to other areas in the Baltic Sea and invited the 
Russian experts to participate in the future work of HELCOM FISH-PRO II.  

3.4 The Meeting was of the opinion that Mr. Sergey Shibaev could be contacted for similar data 
in the Kaliningrad area. 

3.5 The Meeting considered which species could fit into the indicator “Abundance of key fish 
species” in different Baltic areas and took note of the information that perch is abundant and could 
be used as a key species in sheltered coastal waters in Germany, whereas in Denmark flounder and 
eelpout could be used as key species.  

3.6 The Meeting considered choosing the most representative functional groups for the 
indicator “Abundance of fish key functional groups” and whether to use mesopredators instead of 
cyprinids in southern and south-western areas of the Baltic.  

3.7 The Meeting decided to use piscivores as a functional group for the indicator “Abundance of 
key fish functional groups” in all areas.  

3.8 The Meeting concluded that the most representative functional groups need to be 
distinguished at a national level before final decisions can be made and agreed to come back to this 
issue at the next Meeting.  

3.9 The Meeting noted the information pointed out by Finland on the need to use functional 
groups that respond to pressures as included in the MSFD.  

3.10 The Meeting agreed to look into the potential solutions to for data management 
arrangement for coastal fish core indicators in the next Meeting, e.g. including it in the upcoming 
HELCOM biodiversity data portal or the ICES data portal. 

3.11 The Meeting considered the contribution of FISH-PRO II to the CORESET II work in relation to 
the Roadmap of HELCOM activities and agreed on the following timetable for the work of the 
project:  

 Discussing of the time-line and actions needed: HELCOM FISH-PRO II 1-2014 meeting in 
Warsaw 18-20 March 2014. 

 Refinement and development of the scientific concept, assessment units and 
methodology and coordinated monitoring. Via electronic correspondence: March 2014 – 
September 2014 

 Discussions of achievements so far: CORESET II meeting in early fall 2014 

 Updating of core indicators and status assessments: September – December 2014 

 Finalizing core indicator reports: January – February 2015 

 Final review of core indicator reports: HELCOM FISH-PRO II annual meeting 2015 
(February/March) 

3.12 The Meeting considered the proposed GES values and baselines for the coastal fish core 
indicators as included in document 3-2. The document includes examples for how to assess GES for 
coastal fish indicators. 

3.13 The Meeting agreed that the core indicators for coastal fish in the HELCOM monitoring areas 
should be updated to include data until 2013 and status assessment of each indicator should be 
carried out by 31 October 2014 and submitted to the Project Manager (jens.olsson@slu.se) for 
further update of the core indicator fact sheets with the following exceptions: in Germany and 
Denmark there will be trend-based assessments and in Latvia and Lithuania there will be no updates 
of the indicators and assessments due to lack of funding (Latvia) and lack of update of data in 
Lithuania. 

mailto:jens.olsson@slu.se
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3.14 The Meeting agreed that coastal fish assessments in Denmark should be preferentially be 
based on data from August.  

3.15 The Meeting considered the level of assessment units for the coastal fish work and agreed 
to use the assessment unit level 3. “Open sub-basin and coastal waters (<1 NM from baseline)” The 
Meeting welcomed that the Secretariat will provide the shapefiles of the assessment unit level 3 for 
the Contracting Parties. 

3.16 The Meeting recalled that HELCOM FISH-PRO 3/2013 agreed to consider size related 
indicators as candidate indicators to be looked at in the future and to rely on the input from the 
MARMONI project and Swedish work and to come back to the issue of additional indicators at the 
next meeting of the Project.  

3.17 The Meeting took note of the presentation on a fish community trophic index and three size 
related indicators by Ms. Lena Bergström, Sweden (Presentation 9).  

3.18 The Meeting took note of the presentation on the nine fish indicators within the MARMONI 
project by Mr. Lauri Saks, Estonia (Presentation 10). Mr. Saks also presented the MSFD Marine 
Biodiversity Assessment Tool produced by MARMONI. 

3.19 The Meeting considered additional indicators to be used in assessing the coastal fish 
community status and noted the comments by Finland that using commercial catch statistics will 
automatically measure the abundance of large piscivores and by Denmark that the gear used is also 
already size selective. 

3.20 The Meeting agreed to come back to the discussion on size related indicators and mean 
trophic level as possible candidate core indicators for HELCOM CORESET II by the next meeting and 
meanwhile to perform more analysis on the indicators and to look into both the “Size structure of 
piscivores” and “Size structure of key species”. The indicator “Size structure of piscivores” could be 
applicable to the majority of monitoring programmes. 

3.21 The Meeting was of the opinion that the indicator “Abundance and distribution of juvenile 
flounder” developed within the MARMONI project could be a possible Baltic-wide indicator to be 
used as a supporting or candidate indicator in the future, and that it needs to be developed more 
further and to find out how to arrange monitoring for it. 

3.22 The Meeting was of the opinion that the indicator “Abundance and impact of non-native 
species on native fish species” developed within the MARMONI project could also be a Baltic-wide 
indicator to assess Descriptor 2 in the future. 

Agenda Item 4  Developing of monitoring and assessment tools 

Documents: 4-1, 4-2, 4-3 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the Template for coastal fish sub-programme 
as presented by the Project Manager (document 4-1-Rev.1, revised the document as included in 
document 4-1-Rev.2 and agreed that further comments are to be sent to the Chair 
(jens.olsson@slu.se) by Wednesday 26 March. 

4.2 The Meeting recalled that HELCOM FISH-PRO 3/2013 agreed to update the Guidelines for 
coastal fish monitoring as part of the HELCOM COMBINE Manual as a long-term input to the HELCOM 
MORE project. FISH-PRO 3/2013 agreed that an updated version will be provided to the FISH-PRO II 
1-2014 meeting and the Guidelines will be finalised in early 2014 including information on 
commercial catch statistics, upcoming Polish coastal monitoring programme, German coastal fish 
monitoring and possibly also information on the Danish recreational fisherman registration 
programme, pending on the decision from the Danish project partners. 

4.3 The Meeting took note of and welcomed the draft updated Coastal fish monitoring 
guidelines as prepared and presented by the Project Manager (document 4-2) and provided 
comments and revisions to the document, including adding a paragraph on strength and weaknesses 

http://marmoni.balticseaportal.net/wp/
http://www.sea.ee/marmoni/index.php
http://www.sea.ee/marmoni/index.php
mailto:jens.olsson@slu.se
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of the monitoring strategy, entailing for example the selectivity and scientific background for the 
gear used,  

4.4 The Meeting welcomed the fact that Sweden will consult Mr. Magnus Appelberg, the former 
Chair of the group, for additional information on the rationale for the methods used. 

4.5 The Meeting agreed to expand the Guideline to also include the additional monitoring 
programmes currently undertaken including fisheries dependent data, recreational fisheries surveys 
and data from related projects. 

4.6 The Meeting considered including information on earlier monitoring programmes currently 
no longer running in the guideline but was of the opinion that this is out of the scope of this 
Guideline.   

4.7 The Meeting agreed on that information on early monitoring programmes is a highly 
relevant source of information that could be compiled for example into a meta database. 

4.8 The Meeting agreed to include a paragraph in the Guidelines taking into account the recent 
development in the methodologies before establishing new coastal fish monitoring programmes.  

4.9 The Meeting agreed to review and provide input to the Guidelines by 31 May 2014 in order 
to submit the revised Guidelines to HELCOM MONAS 21/2014 to be held in November 2014. 

4.10 The Meeting recalled that HELCOM FISH-PRO 3/2013 welcomed the willingness of Finland to 
prepare a report based on a questionnaire on commercial catch reporting systems to be answered by 
the Contracting Parties.  

4.11 The Meeting took note of the presentation on Commercial catch data and DCF programmes 
as data sources in the Baltic Sea given by Mr. Antti Lappalainen, Finland (Presentation 11). The 
presentation covered the current situation with the quality of the commercial catch data in Denmark 
Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Germany, Poland and Sweden. The amount of data on total 
catches of coastal fishery is substantial and spatial and temporal coverage is surprisingly good. The 
quality of effort data is however lower and might limit the use of this data source for coastal fish 
assessments. The use of this source of data for indicator development and status assessments should 
be further explored.  

4.12 The Meeting also welcomed that Finland will provide a report on the use of commercial 
catch statistics for coastal fish assessments to be reviewed at the next Meeting in 2015. 

4.13 The Meeting noted the suggestion by Mr. Lappalainen for HELCOM FISH-PRO II to cover the 
monitoring of all commercial coastal species not included by ICES (e.g. pike-perch, perch, whitefish) 
and especially to look into the effects of fisheries on the species. 

4.14 The Meeting agreed to consider expanding the scope of the project to also include aspects 
of coastal fish as highlighted under Descriptor 3: Population of commercial fish / shell fish and to 
develop tools on how to do it in the future.  

4.15 The Meeting welcomed that Finland will look into the possible methods and means by which 
to assess the Descriptor 3 for coastal species by the next Meeting of the project. 

4.16 The Meeting recalled that HELCOM FISH-PRO 3/2013 agreed that mapping of recruitment 
areas should be a long-term goal of the project and invited Sweden to draft an application to the 
Nordic Council of Ministers in order to arrange a workshop on mapping of recruitment areas. 

4.17 The Meeting took note of and welcomed the draft application for a workshop on essential 
habitats to be submitted to the Nordic Council of Ministers as presented by the Project Manager 
(document 4-3). 

4.18 The Meeting took note of the information that the intention is to finalise the application by 
31 March 2014. 
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4.19 The Meeting encouraged the Contracting Parties to provide comments to the application 
and send them to the Project Manager (jens.olsson@slu.se) by Wednesday 26 March and to 
nominate national contacts who could participate in the Workshop if funding is allocated. 

Agenda Item 5  Future activities 

Documents: 2-3 

5.1 The Meeting took note of the project description of HELCOM FISH-PRO II (document 2-3) as 
presented by the Project Manager, considered it in line with the Roadmap of HELCOM activities and 
agreed on the following update of the time schedule: 

Project year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Activity  -Application for 
funding for 
”recruitment area 
mapping” workshop 
from the Nordic 
Council of Ministers  

-First calculation of 
indicators  and 
assessment in 
additional monitoring 
areas 

 

-Continue 
calculation of 
indicators  and 
assessment in 
additional 
monitoring 
areas 

-”Recruitment 
area mapping” 
workshop  
pending 
funding 

 

-Review 
state-
pressure 
relationship 
for coastal 
fish 
indicators 

 

-Preparation 
of 3

rd
 

thematic 
assessment 
of coastal 
fish status 

 

 

Deliverable* -IFS CORE 
indicators 

-BSEFs 
HELCOM 
monitoring 
areas 

-Short report on the 
potential use of 
commercial catch 
statistics for coastal 
fish assessments 

-Update of coastal fish 
monitoring guideline 

-First 
recruitment 
area mapping 
report pending 
funding 

-Update of IFS 
CORE 
indicators (data 
until 2013) 

-Update 
BSEFs 
HELCOM 
coastal fish 
monitoring 
areas (data 
until 2014) 

-Update of 
IFS CORE 
indicators 
(data until 
2015) 

-Update of 
coastal fish 
monitoring 
guideline (if 
needed) 

 

- 3
rd

 
thematic 
assessment 
of coastal 
fish status, 
as BSEPs 
publication 

5.2 The Meeting considered the input of the project for the upcoming HELCOM holistic 
assessment to be finilised in 2016 and agreed that one deliverable could be updated coastal fish core 
indicators and assessments pending national funding for updating the indicators and performing the 
assessments. 

5.3 The meeting discussed the scope of the next thematic assessment of coastal fish status 
to be published in 2018 and was of the opinion that the assessment could include aggregation 
principles and methods for indicator based assessments; review of the work done since the last 
thematic assessment including the role of essential habitats, the use of commercial catch statistics 
for indicator development and status assessments and links between indicators and pressures; status 
assessment based on a spatial approach. The Meeting agreed to revisit these suggestions in the 
coming Meetings. 

5.4 The Meeting discussed including ecosystem services valuation as being within the scope of 
the project. The Meeting acknowledged the importance of this work (document 5-1) and was of the 
opinion that this requires knowledge and cooperation with social and economic scientists. Given the 
current and future work load of the project in relation to the request by HELCOM, the Meeting 
agreed that valuation of ecosystem services is out of the current scope of the project. However the 

mailto:jens.olsson@slu.se
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Meeting was of the opinion that the project in its current form already assesses the status of 
ecosystem services (coastal fish) but does not perform any valuation of the services provided. The 
Meeting decided to investigate the possibility to invite an expert on ecosystem services valuation for 
the next Meeting to provide insights on the potential contribution of the project to future work 
within this field of research. 

5.5 The Meeting recognised that the outtake from recreational fisheries on coastal fish species 
is generally substantial and noted that HELCOM in cooperation with ICES will consider the evaluation 
of impacts of recreational fisheries (c.f. document 2-4). 

5.6 The Meeting welcomed the initiative from Finland to send a questionnaire to each 
country and compile a short summary report based on national reviews to be presented at the next 
Meeting of the project, including 

 description of the recreational fisheries in each country 

 available information on catches within the recreational fisheries 

 information on the relative contribution of the catches of the recreational fisheries 

Agenda Item 6  Any other business 

Documents: 6-1 

6.1 The Meeting took note the presentations by 

 Ms. Josianne Stottrup, Denmark, on KYSTFISH – decline of fish in coastal areas (Presentation 
11)  

 Ms. Lena Bergström, Sweden, on coastal fish trends manuscript (Presentation 12) 

6.2 The Meeting agreed to provide information needed to complete the Manuscript upon 
request to Ms. Lena Bergström (lena.bergstrom@slu.se). 

6.3 The Meeting updated the List of Contact Addresses for HELCOM FISH-PRO II, as contained in 
Annex 2 and agreed that additional updates are to be sent to the Secretariat 
(petra.kaaria@helcom.fi). 

6.4 The Meeting took note of the information by Ms. Egle Jakubaviciute, Lithuania, that the 
international conference of Resource Modelling Association will be held in Vilnius, Lithuania, on 8-11 
July 2014. 

Agenda Item 7  Next meeting 

7.1 The Meeting agreed to organise the next Meeting of HELCOM FISH-PRO II on 10-12 
February 2015. The Meeting considered arranging the next meeting in cooperation with the Joint 
Research Centre of the EC at Ispra, Italy. This could serve as a good opportunity to exchange 
knowledge and ideas on indicator work and assessments within the MSFD between the HELCOM 
FISH-PRO II and JRC. The Meeting agreed that the Secretariat and the Chair will look further into the 
possibility for arranging the joint Meeting. The Meeting also thanked Denmark for the willingness to 
host the next Meeting in case it is not possible to arrange in it in cooperation with JRC. 

7.2 The Meeting thanked Ms. Marciniewicz and the Chief Inspectorate for Environmental 
Protection as well as Mr. Adam Lejk and Mr. Tomasz Wandzel for the excellent hosting of the 
meeting in Warsaw. 

Agenda Item 8  Closure of the meeting 

Documents: 8-1 

8.1 The Meeting adopted the draft outcome as contained in document 8-1. 

http://www.resourcemodellingconference2014.com/
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ANNEX 1. LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Participant Organisation Country/ 
Observer 
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